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·Nutrition is the foundation 
of good production.

·Production levels vary by 
nutrition levels.

·Feed is the largest cost of 
production.

·Poor nutrition and nutritional 
imbalances can cause many 
health problems.

·Poorly-fed animals are more 
susceptible to diseases.



·Species and genetics

·Size (weight)

·Age

·Stage and level of 
production

·Climate, environment, a
nd activity.

·Body condition
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·Sheep have lower 
maintenance requirements 
than goats.

·Dairy goats have higher 
maintenance requirements 
than meat and fiber goats.

·Females with a higher 
genetic potential for milk 
production have higher 
nutritional requirements.
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·Bigger sheep have 
lower maintenance 
requirements than 
smaller sheep.

·Bigger sheep need to 
eat more and consume 
larger quantities of 
nutrients.

·However, smaller 
sheep need to 
consume a more 
nutrient-dense diet.
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·Bigger goats need to eat 
more. 
·More lbs. of dry matter

·More lbs. of energy

·More lbs. of protein

·More grams of Ca and P

·Smaller goats need a 
more nutrient-dense diet.
·Higher % of energy

·Higher % of protein

·Higher % of Ca and P
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·Mature females are 
usually bigger and need 
to eat more.
·More lbs. of dry matter
·More lbs. of energy
·More lbs. of protein
·More grams of Ca and P

·However, young females 
need a more nutrient-
dense diet.
·Higher % of energy
·Higher % of Ca and P
·But NOT protein!
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· Energy requirements during late 
gestation are more than 50 
percent higher than for 
maintenance.

· Ewes require a more nutrient-
dense diet during late gestation 
and lactation.

·Protein requirements donôt 
increase until lactation.

· Calcium requirements are highest 
during late gestation.

· Phosphorus requirements are 
highest during lactation.
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·Energy requirements during 
late gestation are more than 50 
percent higher than for 
maintenance.

·Calcium and Phosphorus 
requirements are highest 
during lactation.

·Females with a higher genetic 
potential for milk production 
have much higher nutritional 
requirements during lactation.
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·Ewes carrying twins and 
triplets need to eat more.
· Dry matter

· Energy (TDN)

· Protein (CP)

· Calcium and phosphorus

·Ewes carrying twins and 
triplets  need a more nutrient-
dense diet. 

·A ewe carrying triplets needs 
43% more energy than a ewe 
carrying a single fetus.



·Their nutritional 
requirements are 
affected by many of the 
same factors.

·Age

·Species

·Size

·Genetic type and 
potential

·Level of performance

·Environment, activity
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Weight % TDN % CP
22 87.5% 16.5%

44 67.1% 11.2%

66 67.0% 10.7%

88 48.9% 7.6%


