


× Externalparasitesof poultry arearthropodsthat
live on skinandfeathers.

× Insects that develop in poultry manure, dead
carcasses, and moist organic debris, thereby
causing sanitation and public relations
problems.



×Poultry ectoparasitesaremembersof the Animal
Phylum- Arthropoda

×Externally segmented bodies, jointed
appendages, andchitinousexoskeletons.



CLASS:INSECTA

ωLICE

ωFLIES 

ωFLEAS

ωBUGS

CLASS:ARACHNIDA

ωMITE



× Irritation.

× Scratching. 

× Preening. 

× Unexplained production drop.

× Lice and northern fowl mites-
examining the skin after parting the 
feathers. 

× Vent, head, and legs- closely 
examined. 



× 20-50 birds should be checked a minimum 
of two times a month.



Å CHICKEN BODY LOUSE - Menacanthus stramineus

Å SHAFT LOUSE - Menopon gallinae

Å CHEWING LICE- Menacanthus cornutus

Å WING LOUSE - Lipeurus caponis

Å CHICKEN HEAD LOUSE - Cuclutogaster heterographus

Å FLUFF LOUSE - Goniocotes gallinae



FLIES

Å HOUSEFLY- Muscadomestica

Å FRUITFLY

Å LITTLEHOUSEFLY- Fanniacanicularis

Å BLACKGARBAGEFLY- Hydroteaignava

Å BLOWFLIES- Chrysomyarufifacies

Å DARKLING BEETLE OR LESSER MEALWORM- Alphitobiusdiaperinus

BEETLE



BUGS

Å COMMON BED BUG- Cimexlectularius

Å CATFLEA- Ctenocephalidesfelis

Å STICKTIGHTFLEA- Echidnophagagallinacea

MITE
Å NORTHERNFOWLMITE,or FEATHERMITE- Ornithonyssussylviarum

Å CHICKENMITE- Dermanyssusgallinae

Å SCALY-LEGMITES- Knemidocoptesmutans

Å DEPLUMINGMITE- Neocnemidocopteslaevisgallinaevar. gallinae



×Lice infestation causes weight lossat the rate of about 711 
gmsper birds and decrease the egg yield at the rate of 
about 66 egg per bird in a year (El-Kifl et al., 1973) and 
lameness is associated with heavy lice infestation 
(Okaeme, 1989).





× Kingdom:Animalia
× Phylum:Arthropoda
× Class:Insecta
× Order:Phthiraptera
× Sub order: Amblycera
× Family:Menoponidae
× Genus:Menacanthus
× Species: M. stramineus, M. gallinae,     

M. cornutus



×Found on the ƘƻǎǘΩǎ ǎƪƛƴ 

×Detected by parting the feathers

×Abundant in vent, breast, and thigh
regions. 

Gary R. Mullen and Lance A. Durden., 2019





×Adultsς(3-3.5mm) in length.

×Eggs- hatch after 4-5 days.

×Nymphalinstar- lasts about 3 days

×Generation time ς(13-14days)



×Females- lay one or two eggs per day, cementing 
them in clusters at the bases of feathers, especially 
around the vent.



Å Found in a line along the shaft of 
a feather. 

ÅDo not normally rest on the skin, 
they quickly disperse to the skin if 
disturbed. 

Gary R. Mullen and Lance A. Durden., 2019



ÅAdults-(2 mm) in length 

ÅFemales- deposit eggs singly at 
the base of the shaft on thigh
and breast feathers. 



ÅLargepoultry louse

ÅOccur in large numbers,
especiallyon backyardchicken
flocks (Murillo and Mullens,
2016).

ÅPoultry lice- transfer to new
birdsvia direct host contact.

Gary R. Mullen and Lance A. Durden., 2019



ÅMost speciescansurvive for severalhours or daysoff
the host.

ÅTheyalsocaninfest new hostsduring transportation.



× Kingdom:Animalia
× Phylum:Arthropoda
× Class:Insecta
× Order:Psocodea
× Family:Philopteridae
× Genus:Lipeurus
× Species: L. camponis



ÅSlowmovingLice

ÅEggs- baseof a feathers.

ÅNymphal stages- specieseach
last 5-18 days

Gary R. Mullen and Lance A. Durden., 2019



ÅGeneration time- typically
is 18-27 days

ÅFemales- live up to 36days.





ÅFemales- attach their eggsto the
basesof downy feathers.

ÅEggs- hatchafter 5-7 days

ÅNymphalinstar- lasts6-14 days

ÅGenerationtime- 35days.

Gary R. Mullen and Lance A. Durden., 2019


